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The Wellsville Athletic Hall of Fame honors the
many outstandmg athletes coaches, and others who
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WHS HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE

Fran Houseman Brian Gray
John Baldwin Rolly Miles
Michelle Alvord  Shelly Chaffee




2011 INDUCTEES

<elly Golish Vossler

3. Brady Miles
4. Jason Szabo




Dennis Wood

POILS.

Football 3 years
Basketball 3 years
Baseball 3 years
Track




Dennis Wood

Was a starter on four sports teams for thee years (football,
basketball, baseball, and track).

In 1947 he was chosen by the School Faculty Council to be
Inducted into the Sportsmanship Brotherhood Club. A




Dennis Wood

team that broke the county record in 1946. This record had
stood since 1934.

In the military he was the star running back on his football
team while stationed in Japan. This team featured several
pro players.




Dennis Wood

A great athlete that was admired by those that had the
pleasure to call him a teammate.




Deis Wood
Wellsville High School
2011 Hall of ame







ﬁi {elly Golish Vossler

Volleyball 5 Years




v“) (elly Golish Vossler

Colleges:
Genesee Community College

Alfred University




n"‘i (elly Golish Vossler

State championship team where she was chosen M.V.P. of
the tournament.

Currently holds the career record for Wellsville High
School in kills with 373.




ﬁi {elly Golish Vossler

Junior Olympics Club Volleyball Team out of
Rochester.

She was chosen captain and co-captain of her high school
volleyball teams her junior and senior years.




fi (elly Golish Vossler

chosen Division | Player of the Year in Volleyball in
Region 3.

In 1996 and 1997 she was chosen as a Junior College
All American in girls volleyball at Genesee Community
College.
















November 23, 1990

Steuben League All-Stars

Wellsville girls’ volleyball
players selected to the
™ Steuben League all-star
| team for 1990 include, from
| left, eighth-grader Kelly
Golish, Sophomore Karena
Yager, senior Kate Hetzel,
and junior Crystal Hall.




November 17, 1993

The Steuben County
\olleyball Class B,
C, and CC First
Team All-Stars
Include:

Becky Geyer
& Stacie Bates

of Campbell-Savona

Melanie Nichols
of Addison

Jenn Smith, Tracie
Richardson, and
MVP Kelly Golish




Championship form Wellsville’s Kelly
Golish unleashes a
spike Friday during the
Lady Lions’ state Class
C semi-final match
against Lake George
High School. Wellsville
defeated Lake George,
then moved on to sweep
Buffalo City Honors 3-
0 to earn the Class C

N | volleyball
Wellsville girls win state title! Championship.




Kelly Goli

)

Kelly Golish celebrates the
final point of the match
with teammates Jennifer
smith, Sara SynakowskKi,

s e e Traci Richardson, and

Jessica Regan as Wellsville
swept Buffalo City Honors
In the New York State Class
C girls volleyball
championship match
Saturday outside of Albany.

oar









New York State Class C Volleyball Champions

i
|
|

We are the champions...25 — 0!




Kelly Golish Vossler
Wellsville High School
2011 Hall of Fame







Soccer 5 Years
Baseball 4 Years




iles

Brady M

\




Brady Miles

142 points (56 goals, 30 assists).

Set a single game scoring record in soccer by scoring Six
goals on September 19, 2004.




tate Empire State Games during the summer
of 2004.

Was selected to play in the Greater Rochester Select Senior
Game in soccer In the Fall of 2004.




Baseball Championship Team in 2005 when he had a .383
batting average.

Made the Expressway All Star Team in baseball and
soccer for two straight years.










WELLSVILLE
LITTLE
LEAGUE

¢

Brady Miles



thtle League Dlstrlct 2 Champlons




Rare but perfect, Wellsville
wins District I championship

“"L'., \'\’Il L"'
[l ayvi i Lat tle Le
|- ',l SCOres are rare,

\\.-ll l'L-"llll"\lnll
I‘u Wellsville 11-1 "," JTHle
eat Dunkirk for the second
'xl.ll,'],f night Tuesday by a 1-0
core Lo win the District 1T Cham-
pionship.

Wellsville now plays Batavia at
3:30 p.m. H;'Ivux ay at Forness
Park in Olea l e other game in
the four-te: '.ih pit
hirport against ( )n nl..u_l Park.

Pi rll‘ ' ‘l\

Wellsy 1Jln s lone run came in the

second when Eric Burton led off
11 A oD rbe aasd
with a walk, was sacrificed to sec-
ond by Jason Szabo and scored on
a'Chad Copenhaver single

nl’w nhaver was 2-for-2 for
: Whitwood Jr.

.'.'}Ti.'l { L

]L‘ l“r = iudll 'Iill,".%&‘-".]t-hi[-

s1x strikeouts) won a pitching
aue l agamst Dunkirk’s Ga ‘O
Oreutt (nine strikeouts),

Little League playoffs

[n the bottom of the sixth.
Frank Lz;urht led off with a walk
but Orcutt bounced into a double
;;L'u Y.

\h 1 5 dUL"‘ll \A 1V at “l 1t
level with the .wnrl bages is very
h:u'd to do,” said Wellsville coach
Rick Whitwood. “Brady pitched a
great game. He stayed ahead of
the hitters most of the game and
kept his walks down.

On Monday, Burton tossed a 1-
hitter with nine strikeouts in
Dunkirk to lead Wellsville to a 1-0
win.

The only one other Wellgville
team to reach this level in the
postseason was the 1992 team
which lost to Grand Island

at Wellsvyllle
RHE
010 D00
CO0O00—030

and Hick Whitwoog
nd A u HAamA

Wellsville’s
Brady Miles
(3-hitter, six
strikeouts)
won a
pitching duel
against
Dunkirk’s
Greg Orcutt.

Brady pitched

a great game.




It’s been quit a busy week for a group of Wellsville youngsters,
but they wouldn't trade it for anything.

The Wellsville Little League 11-and-12-year-old All-Stars entered the
District 2 Championships with one loss, so they had to beat Dunkirk
twice to advance, starting Monday in Dunkirk. A 1-0 victory that night
brought the series to Wellsville for the deciding game, and Wellsville
| came up with another big 1-0 win. After getting honored with a recog-
| | nition ceremony before Wednesday s Wellsville Nitros” home game, the
All-Stars have been preparing for their next game on Saturday in thet
New York Sub-Regionals. Wellsville will take on Batavia in Olean at
3:30, with Fairport and Orchard Park meeting in the other game.

The Daily Reporter congratulates the team,
and wishes them Good Luck this weekend!
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Wellsville — 3" Place
Wellsville’s team took third place in the Alfred-Almond Fall Cup, and
the team is pictured here. Front from left: Kyle Lester and Ryan
Phillips. Middle row: Andrew McArdle, Jon Comstock, Katie Pease,
Ryan Lester, Mallory LaForge. Back Row: Arielle Szabo, Brady Miles,
Jason Szabo, and Ben Catino.

Record: 7 - Brady Miles had 8 Goals!




Wellsville High School Soccer




It’s a race to
the ball!

x*

Brady Miles of
Wellsville gets
past a
Franklinville

defender during
the Lions 4-0
victory
Wednesday
night as they
Improved to
12-2.
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Miles hands Rebels first loss _
T ——— : T Miles

with 8-2 win

oo o S| struck out
working on the field for fo : ! ) ‘

hours. Wellsville coach

Dennis Miles had concerns ‘ ' '
going into Wednesday after- ¥y \ a e rS
noon’s game with Cuba- g " L g .

Rushford.
I'he Rebels were coming in

. b o) : e ' it I [ -
undefeated after winning the X ‘ e ' Hi I l l S I X
i i % - T3 , i (e o i

tough Ellicottville
Tournament, and jumped out

to a quick 1-0 lead on o ] & 1, s S 48 ik - -

Wellsville starter Brady - B . (R et n ot ‘ . I n n I n S aS

Miles, . X B T e il
Through the cold and mud, |8 : % 1 Fe 1 i

Miles settled down, striking EAg T LR : i ‘

out 12 in six mmnings as the ; A 1 th e L I O n S

Lions improved to 3-3 with an TR B )

8-2 win. %

“Brady threw harder today o . : . -
than he has all season and he 1 ' i [ ; ¥/} . R I I I l p rOVe tO
didn’t have any pain which is 5! i

a good sign,” Dennis Miles

-z N4 L -
said of the junior m_hl\, who } Tt I -
h.ul some shoulder 5 SN ! - WI a
8 2 -

ady Miles h: ui a strong { ke i - :

| second, third and i . ' i : R n . &

inning, as catche : ' R
Phillips did a nice job stop- f K il E SR l I a—

ping the sharp-breaking
curveballs and threw out a

base stealer. Miles also struck . @‘ : : i il i
out two in the sixth. Alee el i ¥ 4. .

1th, junior lefty

See MILES on page 12



















After losing to Olean in the first game of a double-header, Wellsville
coach Denny Miles knew his chance at winning 500 games would
rest on the shoulders of his son Brady, who only threw one game all
season, but was needed in the long week. One inning and one
unlucky slide into second base later, Brady’s season and career was
over when he broke his leg in two places during a nightcap victory.

Miles wins 500th | game

2% E g g N ¢
'.»‘Qu A 4 -
PR e T P
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Dennis Miles and Rolly Miles show off the 500" win ball after
Wellsville defeated Portville in 9 innings on Friday. It was a bitter
sweet week for Coach Miles, as he expected his son Brady to pitch in
the game he would be going for win 500. Brady broke his leg and
didn’t pitch, but made the game.

v / i %
y

PN Odanin e
| AR

G00Z ‘9 AeN



_uﬂ"-

. }..B 2 0 e ole e




Br iles
Wellsville High School
2011 Hall of Fame







Jason Szabo

Soccer 5 Years
Basketball 4 Years




Jason Szabo




basketball his junior and senior years.

In high school basketball he scored over 900 points and
accumulated over 1000 rebounds.




for basketball for three consecutive years (2003, 2004,
& 2005).

By many he is recognized as the best sweeper to ever
play the game of soccer at Wellsville High School.
(Current school record of fewer goals allowed, 8 In
2004).




season by batting .500 as they won the Section V
championship.

He was truly a three sport star in soccer, basketball,
and baseball during his high school career.




Jason Szabo had
three assists as the
Lions improved to

2-1 on the season
with a 5-0 blankin

of visiting Olean
esterday afternoon.

and Jason




Cudney sets

shutout records

By JIM SWEET
Daily Reporter

WELLSVILLE — When a
s ats scored a total of eight
SSes = 15 games faces a team
s ol allowed seven all sea-

you've picked the
LS Semanent for Senior Night.

S=stng a lineup of 11 sen-
W aasmst an Eagle club they'd
seses 50 a month ago and
W= Seen wracked by injuries
smee. Coach Denny Miles’

p Weisale Lions had no prob-
s = Iast night's final regular
SERNSS Boemne game, posting their
SR second-tving 13th shutout

0 Blanking of Wayland-
Leoconn

& ga of those seniors com-

2ot the Lions on the

= 11th minute, when

Jason Szabo found

m the middle of the

s blasted a 25-

ie keeper Randy

Selealie made it 2-0 just
e mmemes fater, when sopho-
e #= Dynch lined a perfect
ST ok o 3 crowd in front.
MEReminacher blocked senior

JM SWEET/Daily Reporter

Kevin Cudney posted his school record-tying 13th shutout in a 7-0
blanking of Wayland-Cohocton Tuesday night. His 13 shutouts this
season ties the mark set four years ago by Matt Campbell, and the
29 for his career breaks Campbell's mark. Wellsville is now 12-2-3 on

the season.

Sanchez, who put the ball into
the upper near corner from 10
yards out.

Junior Doug Graham made it
4-0 by the half, first banging
home a Cory Wright rebound
from 12 yards out on the left
side, and then with another
rebound goal off a beautiful
length-of-the-field passing
sequence that started back with
Szabo. moved up to Wright and

then Sanchez and finally to
Miles.

Any Eagle ideas of a come-
back — and after being outshot
23-0 in the first half, they had to
be slim — were squashed in the
first eight minutes of the second,
when the Lions put three more

on the board. Lynch had two of

them, both thanks to Graham,
and Lester got the other on a
Wright assist.

“It really was
Doug and Pat beex
Coach Miles. “The
a five or six gz
slump, so hopefal
the monkey off the
tle bit heading

Another L
tender Kevin
night despite a rel
work. With two s2
Eagle attempts, C
etched his name
record books. His
this season ties the
years ago by A
and the 29 for
Campbell’s mar
“It was ni
the record”
was nice to see
play a lot. T v
everybody's i
Wayland-Cohoctar
and we know tf
ple guys banged u
still happy with
“We had tw
ers injured.” sa
Jay Didas, whe
thé regularr s
a couple of
too. We've g
starting
rebuilding

October 20, 2004
“Senior Night”

*

The Lions had no
problem in last
night’s final
regular season
home game,
posting their
school record-tying
13t shutout in a
7-0 blanking of
Wayland-
Cohocton.



This is a photo taken after the Lion's 2-0 road win at Olean to finish the regular
season at 13 wins, 2 losses and 3 ties. This shutout was the record setting 14th for
Goalie Kevin Cudney and his fellow senior defenders (I to r) lan Cannon, Ryan
Lester, Cudney, Dan Stebbins and Jason Szabo. The shutout was also the 30th of

this group's past 3 varsity seasons which was also a WHS school record.







L_1ons roar In season opener at Letchworth

Letchworth’s Derek Buttles can only look on in awe as Lion senior
Jason Szabo, who also collected over 20 rebounds, slams down two of
his 15 points in last night’s 56-36 Wellsville win.




Szabo scores 21 in possible Class B preview

S/ub3 SCOTYES dl [
in possible Class
B vulu\

b,r JIM SWEET

since Szabo was a freshman
But then Hou H coach
Char ]lu Youn; i

...with 3:40
left, the one-
time blowout

was suddenly a
brand new

game, 48-48.

The red Raiders
had two
chances to take
the lead, but
they never
scored again.




‘Whitwood pops 27

| By JIM SWEET

Richburg I<nd4y night.

' BOYS'hoons

Whitwood, who'd alr

had a pair of 20-point
earlier in the week, v
3 from outside the arc in the

d quarter, when
Wellsyille broke open what had
been a close gume with a 12-0
run to claim a 30-16 lead.

{ Ifcrcni

shm)lm" the bdl h}\u
it’s kind of tough. We
tried man-to-man, we tried two
different zones, we tried a box
and one, Nothing really slowed
h:m dow

n to a two-point game after
rdon Gayton's short pull- -up
jumper made it 18-16 early in

Szabo topped
that the next time down.

“I thought the diamond and
one we tried then might do it,”
continued Kottwitz, “but then
Wiright and Szabo came out
and hit those threes, too, and
that ended that,”

“Rick caught fire and

ille coach Jim
and that kind of
everybody up. You
could see the look in the eyes
> B-R kids.

three before the half ended, and
then poured in 13 m
in the third quarter before Ins-
ley brought him

Szabo finished with 16, but
missed a double-do

; m'.nml s 11 led l‘hr‘
Lions in that
For Bolivar- \.u.\hm-' Wells
was high with 14
son added nine md Gayton
and Cody Pinney

generally liked th
mance of a team pl

first quarter.

Pinney hit h

don’t think he got anothe \hn[
off all night, let alone made

a little bit at the begir
but then we got up on the
balls of our chl fmd movi uj

inst one nl
around every

" a Saturday return
engagement at Bath, Wellsville,
4-3 overall and a perfect 8
in Expressway play, get
off before hosting Genes
ley Tue

B-R, 4-14
Scio tomorrow and closes out
at Portville Thursday.

Bobivar-Richbury 14 9 8 839
Wellsville 18 17 18 15—68

0-0 6, Dom

Wellsville Defeats Bolivar-Richburg
*

Szabo finished with
16, but missed a
double-double for
only the second time
all year when his
fourth quarter
absence left him two
boards short.



Whltwood’s double-double paces Wellsvﬂﬁ

Jons completc
IXpressway
~onference 10-0,
eason 17-3 =

By JIM SWEET
Daity

CUBA — Rick Whitwood
corded another double-dou-
2, pulling down 14 rebounds
with a game-high 28
, and fellow senior Jason
abo added I8 points and
zht boards as 'mun"
lsville closed out a per
» Conference season
win over a game
t" overmatched bunch of
bels Thursday
Except for a few worrisome
nutes in the first quarter
ien, with the score alre
Wellsyille, Szabo hs
court after
ming down
thing went

isting an ank
h a rebound, eve
tty much the

/ood shot even better,
ood, a 6-foot-2 guard,
-for-6 from outside the arc
| 6-for-9 when he went to the
ket, giving him a 73 percent
oting percentage for a night
t ended early m the fourth
rer.
Sevin Cudney contributed
usual quiet 10 points and
irew McArdle came off the
ch to ight points —
r of them on offensive

Cuba-Rushford, Andy
ite led a balanced attack
1 11, followed by Aaron
tht’s 10 and nine from Brett

“‘v/ e’ Lest :
4 to complete

playec \l“ (hdl Donrl ;
in Th.lr first ha

00 man\ guns. \\ mwood:
n some kind of a roll, and
Szabo had a real good she
night, too. We tried to s )
of them, but it didn’t happen.”
After narrowing the gap to

ond quarter, the Rebels were
outscored 12-6 the rest of the
th.uﬂ\.\ to a pair

/ two

bo and an

Szabo and Cudt
against just one b
the Lions sitting

balanced
hite, had
a 20-point

14

North

t round g

Il ol

Jason
Szabo had
18 points In
one of his

best
shooting
nights of
the season



Jason Szabo gives a thumbs up to say he is fine after
hurting his ankle during a Wellsville win over Cuba-
Rushford Thursday night. Szabo and fellow senior Kevin
Cudney deserve the break as the Lions finished this
season 17-3 and a perfect 10-0 in the Expressway
Conference.







Lions blow out North-Ros

By JOHN ANDERSON

Daily Reporter

RUSHVILLE — North

ose-Wolcott coach Bub : . : 3 ‘

Crumb only had to look at one ! : 3 . aSO n Z a O
stat at the end of \vc[]swl]ux LA (i ¢ s . £ )
67-36 win Wednesday night to [N ; . S ; 1

see how his team lost so badly - ! , : g |
in the Section V Class B play- 74 ' ' . ! the 6_foot—5
O11s. ‘ - P . "'y i -
His team had a total of nine  §§ R
ebounds, not one of them

offensive. | : . Lt r u I I ed
\!C. 3 Wellsville (18-3) wil 4 5 & s {W y

larcus W hnmar

aturday at 7 p.m. in e ‘
in the quarterfinals [ = ! !
s Whitman downed = X - ’ | Own
11 Pembroke, 61-37, in = . N e o2 ;

1d game of the dou-

o s [ . rebounds to

>ut man they rebound and
vant the ball,” said Crumb.
‘We had three or four names

| \ | . V -
s 00 along with
<ids played exceptional and ] 3

hey shot over 50 percent from Wellsville's Rick Whitwood
m field? Whitwood scored 18 points and gra

SIX ouna ading the Lions to a first-round 6 f n - -
Jason Szabo, the 6-foot-5 like that. They are so enjoy- ¥ith straig wins, and I hope they go all the way,
:enter, pulled down 16 able to coach. It’s fun to just ey feel is is a better [ really do

ebounds to go along with his  go out and watch them play. team then the Lion te: am that “To win sectionals,

3 points and six assists while And that’s the way it was started the season 6-3, n’t take luck, it takes \MI\ :

Y -
y-foot-2 Senior Rick for most of the game. While “We were in a funk during it takes t,” Crumb contin-
NMhitwood had 18 points and Wellsville started relatively the beginning of the year (and ued. “And they have it. They an S I X
ix boards. Kevin Cudney had slow, up 14-6 after the first lost three times to two teams came out and wanted e /

ts and five boards quarter, the Lions went on-an iath 20 wins), but n rebound. They pl:

vhile Ryan Lester had a solid  11-0 run in the second quarter ying the ‘n»"\'r ve have and for them to hold us to nine ®
ll-around game with eight to put it away, holding North played all season,” he said. rebounds, that 'is terrible for as Slsts
ebounds, six points and six Rose-Wolcott to just 12 points Crumb thinks that could us” o000
ssists. The four seniors by the half. bode well for the Lions, a Insley said, “I a while
ed under three quarters. “We shut them down with team that has lost in the sec- our defense didn give tl
‘Ryan kno C-ied down a big defense in '} e first halfand we  tional finals the last two sea- many looks, tl didn’t ge
inter and  he really only let them get off one shot sons. any offensive rebounds. They
I up and played with each trip” said Cudney. “We “Their defense helps them were una to get il:-cn'
idence tor ] scored a lot of points as a and youre not going eat a offense goin when Jaso
Vellsville coach Jim Insley. team, it seemed everyone was team like that eas y. he said. start ui scoring for us inside, i
I'he whole starting five is involved in the offense.” “They have a good ball club e LIONS on page 11




Wellsville hoops: As good as it gets

t almost seems like old hat here in
Wellsville. Our boys’ basketball
team is in the sectionals, and
afternoon in Rochester,
11 be playing for the Class B title.
Oh, to be 15 years old again! That’s
d our JV players would be
now. And that’s about how young you'd
have to be to believe that it’s not really
that big a deal that our Lions will be
going for the Section V championship
tomorrow afternoon when they face off
against No. 1 Pal-Mac at Blue Cross
Arena.

A column by Jim Sweet

I grew up here, and before graduating
in 1968, I saw some mighty fine basket-
ball players come through this town.
Rich Hetzel, one of our stars of the early
*60s, wound up playing for the
University at Buffalo. There were only
three channels on our TVs back then, but
I still remember seeing him score 21
points one night agains DK, I don’t
remember who it was against, but he had
a whale of a game on the television that
night, and the Bulls won it.

Greg Dunham, all 6 feet 9 inches of
him, was another great player of my high

were M Forhan, Pete
Sinkey Jr., Jerry Camarata
I muhl and probably should, go on,
e I know I'm leaving out a ton of
mes who deserve the kind of recogni-
tion that goes with all those other
etball players who never
nce got a chance to play at the site
called Blue Cross Arena.
there’s Jason Szabo, a kid
who w 0 years old when I picked him
for my Little League team. (Yes, we won
it all that year.)

Tomorrow night, the Lion senior will
be playi eventh game on that hal-
lowed floor. As he told me yesterday

/hen I stopped down to check out the
s” final practice, “Blue Cross
a beautiful court, and really a
special place to play. Except for my
home court, I've played more games
there than anyplace else. I'm definitely
ing to miss it.”
guys of my era — and of the

y dhinif co
d the team had any spécial ftan for
ictory tomoizow, he thought a while

and enid “We're just going fo try and do

hat we've aone air season. WE Ve ticu

tav focused all weelk. = it

Jason S

y plat

down in h 0 ma wnat ha[.pens in the flrals on Qau‘rday at 3 p m. &

but so far, if hasn’t gone our way. Pal-
Hall, he's a real all-
layer, especially for a
ve got some good size
e too and they get a lot of rebounds
We watched the entire first half (of
day’s Palmyra-Macedon win over

:znod chal]enge for us, ‘bul hopefully,
weedav will he our day.”

I talke

you, which sort of makes
quiet. It’s just not the same

m, where you’ve got t

it to you.”

Two other Lion
ferent experience too. Don Jo
get into either of last
played a few minutes T esday

You can’t really desribe

feels-itkesto get out there in front o
everyoneronghai floar.” hie said. “It’s just
unbehcvable Saturdw 's'going to be a

avaiting *

Tomorrow night,
Jason Szabo, a Lion
senior, will be
playing his seventh
game ion that
hallowed
floor.....Szabo is
one of many players
who will go down In
history no matter
what happens in the
finals on Saturday
against Pal-Mac.



SWEET/Dally Reporter

to the All Toumament team after yesterday's Class B championship game at Blue Cross Arena
rom left, Bishop Kearniey's Caleb McClary, A.J. White and MVP Jamar Gray, and Wellsville's Mike

Rick Wh

wood and Jason Szabo.

Wellsville gains respect from Kings

jy JOHN ANDERSON

eporter

ROCHESTER — Next year,
a good chance the
ille Lions who played on
ourt Sunday with Bishop

Keamey will be watching two
of the Kings starters playing
Division I basketball on televi-
sion.

After BK downed the game-

Lions, 65-55, a group of

the Lions and a few of the
i However, 6-foot-3 sen-
ar-Gray and A.J. White
left alone. They are still
sifting through the DI offers.

And they are focused on the
present, winning a Section V
Class B title and going after a
state title. They were not about
to let college talk or overconfi-
dence get in the way of a cham-
pionship.

itting in the stands during
Wellsville’s semi-final win over
Penn Yan, Gray started to get
worried.

He watched a Wellsville
team fall behind to a hot-shoot-
ing Penn Yan club. But he
noticed the Wellsville kids
making the extra pass. The
Wellsville starters committed
just 11 turnovers the entire
game and started hitting the 3-
pointers.

To the naked eye, Wellsville
was struggling. Gray said he
heard his teammates joking
how easy they would win.

team-oriented team, they are
hard to beat

At this point, the television
cameras dimmed. The anchors
had their clip of Gray talking
about his team and his leg-
endary coach, Ed Nietopski.

With a net around his neck
and the MVP trophy in hand,
Gray pointed to the court and
said “that Wellsville team we
played works together. And it is
difficult to beat a team that not
only works together, but knocks

- down the 3-ball like they do.”

Wellsville did hit 45 percent
from the 3-point arc in the sec-
ond half and 57.7 percent of its
shots from the field overall.

White was also impressed
following the game.

“I thought they were good

they could shoot, they could
box out and they rebounded,”
White said. “Then, they started
hitting 3-pointers and handled
our pressure.”

That was the difference
between being down by two
possessions with two minutes
left or down by 25 at the end of
the game like most teams felt
this season. When reminded of
how tough a schedule his team
played this season against
teams more than twice the size
of Wellsville, White quickly cut

ellsville’s Mike
Tripodi, Rick
Whitwood, and Jason
Szabo were named to
the All Tournament
team after yesterday’s
Class B championship
game at Blue Cross
Arena.



“ What made Saturday so special was the little
\_) surprise ceremony Coach Jim Insley arrange at
the conclusion of the Lions’ 67-41 dusting of the
6th seeded Marcus Whitman.

Insley spent Saturday afternoon shopping. He wanted just
the right basketball to present to his senior stalwart in
recognition of a couple of rather remarkable, individual-
type things. First, there was the little matter of the 1,000t
rebound Jason collected sometime back in the middle of
the season. No lion had ever come closer to that number.

The second was In honor of the fact that, even if the Lions
hadn’t come out on top in that night’s game, his 74
previous appearances in Wellsville’s victories have already
made him the all-time winningest boys’ basketball player
In school history.
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Jason Szabo

Asecond team selection last

| \year as a sophomore, Jason

| has made the natural move.

| When you average 13 points and

| 14 rebounds on a team that's
gone 51-12 since calling you up
as a freshman, what you get is a
First Team selection.

WELLSVILLE

The son of Zoltan and Brenda,
younger brother of another Great
Eighter, Istvan, and twin of
Arielle, whose bio appears else-
wh this Issue, Jason is a
6°6" junior forward who can
shoot from any range, thread
passes to open teammates with
the best guard, and jump like
there’s no tomorrow.

“Jason is just extremely athlet-

says Lion coach Jim Insley,
a sweeper on the soccer
ing their defense, and
sitions over onto the
tball court, where he has
the ability to see things that are
going to happen before they do,
| tostep in front of passes and
take charges. And of course, he’s
a great leaper.

“He has the ability to go up
and get rebounds that | don't
think anybody else in the gym
could get. He goes up with two
hands and really secures the

| ball," Insley continued. “He

ms to get every big rebound

and every big loose ball. One guy
isn't going to box him out. He
forces you to put two or three
guys on him, and that opens
things up for the rest of our

| team.”

It's the rest of the team that
Jason works hardest for, since
winning is what Wellsville bas-
ketball is all about these days.
That's also why he isn’t scoring

| 20 or 30 a game.

“Jason has a lot of tools,” Ins-
ley continues. “Unfortunately for
him, maybe, we have a great
supporting cast here. His role
right now on our basketball team
5 10 play great defense, block

some shots, get some rebounds,
start our offense and help us
against the press. He even plays
a little point sometimes. We all
know he could do a lot more. He
could be a big time scorer, but
that's not what we need. He fits
his'role, and is a real leader as a
junior.”

When called upon to be the
big scorer, as he was in Portville,
for example, when he put up 23
points, or at Frankiinville, where
he went for 21 and a dozen
rebounds, he can, but generally,
as Insley says, the big guy plays
his role. Of course, that's still
been enough to get him recog-
nized as a Birds Eye Foods Play-
er of the Week, and as an All-
Tourney selection at both last
year’s Class CCC tournament in
Rochester’s Blue Cross Arena
and at December’s IAABO gath-
ering in the Reilly Center at St.
Bonaventure.

“Playing on those big courts is
fun," says Jason, although he
still lists his favorite memory
from this year as sweeping
Genesee Valley when the schools
finally resumed their much-antic-

ipated home-and-home rivalry.
“Jake Presutti works very hard,
though,” he adds, “and when
he's on, he's really tough to
sfop.”

A three sport letterman — he
moved up to the varsity soccer
team as an eighth grader and,
except for last spring, when he
took a season off to concentrate
on AAU hoops, is a fixture on the
baseball field as well — Jason is
also active in DECA and Leo's
Club, and carries a 91 average in
the classroom, where he claims
his best subject is chemistry.
While college is stiil a year away,
he's leaning toward Alfred Uni-
versity, where he thinks he'd like
to pursue a career in ceramic
engineering.

On his basketball mentor since
they both joined the varsity
together, he says, “Coach Insley
is one of my favorite coaches
and role models ever. He and
Coach Redman are such good
guys, and they know so much
about the game of basketball,
And not only are they well
respected coaches, they're all of
our friends.”

When you average 13
points and 14 rebounds on
a team that’s gone 51-12
since calling you up as a
freshman, what you get is a
First Team selection.

He has the ability to go up
and get rebounds that |
don’t think anybody else in
the gym could get.






Whltwood hurls
two-hitter as
Szabo hits slam

By BRYAN SICK
Dally Reporter
WELLSVILLE — In his
first varsity outing, Rick
Whitwood had the win
wrapped up almost as soon as
he took the mound, getting a
six-run cushion in the first
inning and proceeding to toss
a two-hitter, beating
Canisteo-Greenwood
Thursday, 11-1.

“I've been telling coach
for three years now that I can
pitch,” said Whitwood.
“Finally he gave me a chance
to pitch and we had good
defense behind us and the
bats gave us the big lead. It
was a great all-around outing.
Bryan Hennessy did a great
job behind the plate and
everything just kind of fell
into place.”

Wellsville head coach
Denny Miles is quickly real-
izing that he maybe should
have thrown Whitwood prior
to this year too.

“That’s his first varsity
start too, ever. He’s never
pitched before. He's pitched a
couple times in summer
league but it was real good
coaching,” Miles joked. “I
should have been throwing
him last year.”

Whitwood struck out five
while walking just one in his
debut outing.

“He mixed it up really
well,” said Canisteo-
Greenwood head coach Heath
Falzarano. “He did a great job
of mixing his pitches up. He
kept his composure on the
mound, which I really like.
The strike zone was a little
tight and it didn’t seem to

affect him.
e BN

BAYAN SICK/Daily Reportar

Wellsville head coach Denny Miles (9) congratulates first baseman Jason Szabo on his first-inning grand
slam as he rounds third base Thursday in Wellsville. Szabo's shot gave the Lions the early 6-0 lead and
with a two-hitter from Rick Whitwood, making his varsity pitching debut, the Lions beat Cenisteo-

Greenwood, 11-1.

get three outs.

With two outs and two runs
already in, Delany had the
count full on Szabo but then
threw exactly what Szabo was
looking for.

“l was just looking for
something pretty to hit and
Rick Whitwood picked up the
sign so I knew that a curve-
ball or slider was coming,”
said Szabo. “It just happened
to hook right into the zone
and I was just trying to, with
three runners on, all I was try-
ing to do was make contact
and not strike out or anything.
I just happened to get really
good contact, it got up there
in the sky and then the wind
just seemed to carry it right
over.”

Szabo seemed to know
from the moment the ball
Alaavad tha left-center field

“It’s always good when
you've got that big of a cush-
ion early,” said Whitwood.
“Then you can just settle back
and do your thing. You don’t
even have to worry about it.”

Wellsville plated three
more runs in the second
inning on a single hit off the
bat of A.J. Fay, four walks and
a Delany error.

One more came in an
inning later when Brady
Miles came in from third on a
passed ball, upping the lead
to 10-0.

The Redskins finally got
on the board in the top of the
fifth after Lyle Ellis walked,
stole second and scored when
Whitwood overthrew first on
a Jeff Acor bunt,

Wellsville, however,
pushed the lead right back to
10 in the bottom of the inning

three games a year ago and
have won those games in
impressive fashion, allowing
a total of four hits.

“It’s always good to jump
out early but obviously we'll
take it one game at a time and
next up’s Franklinville on
Saturday,” said Whitwood. “It
looks good right now.”

CANISTEO GREENWOOD
ab

Baker if
De(s(ry P
Kirkendale ss
Hoit 1b
Thompson 3b

SO

.-OO0COOOC
NoCOoOOCO—-D—w0OF

March 30, 2005

Wellsville head
coach Denny Miles
congratulates first

baseman Jason
Szabo on his first
Inning grand slam
as he rounds third

base....Szabo’s
shot gave the Lions
the early 6-0
lead...



Nine-run first ca

Arnold shines as
streak runs to eight

By JIM SWEET
Daily Reporter

WELLSVILLE — How’s
this for a first inning welcome
to Wellsville?

Ryan Lester singles up the
middle. Damon Amold beats
out a bunt. Brady Miles rips a
one-hopper through the third
baseman’s legs, scoring Lester.
Dustin Hess plates two more
with a double over the center
fielder’s head. Rick Whitwood
beats out an infield single. Cory
Wright hits one back to pitcher
Aaron Jaeger, who gets Hess at
third. One out.

Jason Szabo scores
Whitwood with a single to left.
A.J. Fay loads the bases with an
infield hit. George Lynch, the
No. 9 hitter, hits one to the
fence in left-center, scoring two
more. Lester bunts, advancing
both runners, and comes within

| an eyelash of beating the throw

for a hit. Two outs.
Arold collects his second
a two-run dou-
ble to left. Miles scores Amnold
with a double to left center.
Hess hits one even farther than
the last time, but Dansville cen-
ter fielder Jeremy Dugo has

| learned his lesson, and pulls it
| down just short of the fence.

Three outs, but by now,
Jaeger and his Mustangs are in
a 9-0 hole and the Lions are on
their way to a 13-2 victory, their
eighth straight to open the sea-
son. A.J, Fay eamed the win,
striking out eight, walking two
and scattering five hits over six

| innings.

“Certainly the big train is
said Wellsville coach
Miles, whose club has

| averaged over 10 runs a game

since an opening day 2-1 win
over Bolivar-Richburg. “The
s are coming on Strong.

+'s no question about that.

The two guys at the top, Ryan
and Damon, are getting on base
a lot, Brady and Dustin are
starting to come on and the bot-

Ryan Lester rounds third and heads for home
went on to win 13-2, raising their record to 8-0 with only

his best stuff tonight, but he was
coming back on two day’s rest.”

Mustang coach Tom Hobert,
who probably felt like he was
run over by a big train, tried to
put a positive spin on things,
but still had trouble finding the
silver lining for his now 1-5
team.

“After that first inning the
kids battled, but I don’t think we
came off the bus ready to play,”
he said. “You can’t boot balls
against a team like Wellsville.
Von ean’t give them more than

two trips before finally fl
out to end the home sixth, and
then got his feet wet on the
mound when he came on in
relief of Fay in the seventh. The
junior didn’t look bad either. He
struck out one, and would have
had a perfect inning if not for a
one-hopper off the bat of Billy
Mark that ricocheted off his
bare hand.

“Did you give him a hit on

rries Lions over Dansville

Dalty R

with the first of Wellsville's nine first-inning runs. The Lior
one game left before next week's trip to Virgini

Miles had one more bit ¢
praise to hand out befo
tomorrow’s home game wi
Ellicottville.

been a big plu

having both Jake Gardner ar
Brian Hennessy behind tl
plate. I've never platooned the
before, but they've both work:
extremely hard and it’s payn
dividends. I think 5
thrown out five runne:

ond so far. That’s go

Thelr streak
runs to eight
as the Lions
defeat
Dansville.



Dustin Hess opened the inning with a double. Whitwood sacrificed him
to third, Cory Wright walked and stole second, and Szabo delivered a
base-clearing double to the base of the fence in left center.

two-run lead in the first,

Lions top Ellicottville Wlth sixth inning rally

[eam will head
outh at 9-0

WELLSVILLE — For the
1ird time all season, the
Jions were tested. but for the
inth time in nine games, they
ame out on top. This time,
hanks to some clutch hitting
nd sparkling defense, it was
n 8-6 win over Ellicottville.

With ace righthander Kyle
vlendell on the mound, the
risitors were playing solid
vaseball, and had tied the
zame with a pair of runs in the
op of the sixth off Wellsville
starter Rick Whitwood.

The bottom of the inning
lidn’t start promisingly, as
Mendell retired the first two
Lions in order, but then senior
George Lynch, a late-game
defensive replacement, kept
the inning alive with a single.
Cousin Pat Lynch walked, and

then Ryan Lester singled in
the go-ahead run;

Damon Arnold, who'd
made a pair of spectacular
lays at short earlier in the

'‘me, followed with another

JIM SWEET/Daily Reporter

With his bench looking on intently. Lion shortstop Damon Amold sin-
gles home a run in the sixth inning as Wellsville kept its slate clean
with an 8-6 win over Ellicottville Thursday.

single to make it 6-4, and
Brady Miles capped the rally
with a two-run double down
the right field line.

The Eagles still didn’t go
quietly, though. They had two
runs in and two in scoring
position before second base-
man Miles gobbled up a bad-
hop grounder and fired to

Jason Szabo for the final out.

“It was a nail biter,” said
coach Denny Miles. “That
seventh inning might even
have been worse if George
Lynch hadn’t made a diving
catch out in right on the first
batter. He had that huge hit
for us, too.”

After spotting the visitors a

Wellsville came back with
four in the second. Dustin
Hess, who had two hits in the
game, opened the inning with
a double. Whitwood sacri-
ficed him to third, Cory
Wright walked and stole sec-
ond, and Szabo delivered a
bases-clearing double to the
base of the fence in left cen-
ter.

A.J. Fay then scored Szabo
with a single up the middle,
and after an error and a single
by Lester loaded the bases,
Arnold made it 4-2 with a
grounder to short.

“Being 9-0 is going -to
make that 11 hour trip to
Virginia a little shorter,” said
Coach Miles, “but so’s the
camaraderie of this team, The
guys all get along great.
That’s a big reason they're
playing so well”

Wellsville will meet
Covington, Va., Monday in
the first of three scheduled
games next week.

Ellicottville  2000022— 6 B 2
Wellsville 040004X— 8 8 1
Mendell (5 K. 4 BB) and Eardey: Whitwoed (7

K. 9 BB) and Gardner. W - Whitwood, 3-0. L -
Mendel




After the Lions defeated Hornell, 10-9 to win the Section V title Friday night, the
players asked the bus driver to make one stop - not at McDonald's, but the Little League

field. The players ran a victory lap with both Little League teams like they did as 11-12
All-Stars then enjoyed ball park hot dogs.

A new tradition on an old freld

B & ELLSVILLE — Dana
‘ Harris closed the door to the
Wellsville Central School

[bus and asked where do the kids want
ito stop, McDonald’s or Burger King,

The Wellsville Lions had just cap-
tured the Section V Class B title with a
110-9 win over Hornell, their 10th since

1984.

So stopping at a fast-food restau-
[rant after a big win has become com-
{monplace.

However, on Friday night, to a2 man,
the group of high school teenagers

said “the Little League field”

With that, the bus rolled past two
towns with plenty of eateries and into
Wellsville, where the Moose Lodge
and the Elks Club were in the middle
of a 4-3 game for the Wellsville Little
League first half championship.

Harris pulled into Island Park and
unloaded the players at Hank Sinkey
Field. Leading the charge were seniors
Rick Whitwood and Ryan Lester along
with Brady Miles, keeping up on
crutches.

Under dark skies lit for miles by the
light poles, the game halted as the
team was introduced and took the
field.

The kids waved to the younger kids
and held their championship trophy
high.

But they were there for one thing

o 11§ 21§t S

A column by
John Anderson

later with his own child.

But not this group of Wellsyille
baseball players,

They cherished their time in Little
League, and they cherished this time
together as champions.

Miles broke his leg and his high
school career ended. But his love for
the game never wavered. He did not’
TNiSS one team meeting or one practice
despite a lengthy cast and two crutch-
es. He mussed just one game, and that’s
because he had major surgery on the
leg, which he broke while sliding into
second.

As Jason Szabo ran the victory lap,
he did it without his twin who was on
that Little League tean. No, he doesn’t
have a brather who switched to anoth-
er sport, tather his sister, Arielle, who
led the team in home runs,

For Glenn HFall it was a fun lap.
Foul balls hit at Hank Sinkey landed in
the Genesee River. Hall has walked
from the river to practice ever since.

A.J. Fay circled the field and looked
up at the trees and smiled. Many of his
swings resulted in balls landing in
those branches. Fellow senior Dustin
Hess must have laughed as well
because his younger brother Chris is
doine the same this season. Pat Lynch

was skippmg, It wasn’t too long ago
he was hitting one-hoppers off the
Pizza King sign.

As the team started the victory lap,
the benches cleared. The kids wanted
to be a part of it. And so did the older
players. A sea of red, blue, black and
orange circled that Little League field
like pesky summertime gnats.

As Whitwood and Cory Wright cir-
cled left field and headed for home,
two men were clapping, and a little
emotional. Their parents, Randy and
Rick, coached these men when they
were boys on the same field. In fact,
Randy was in the same position, in the
third base coaching box, volunteering
his time, He saw the last out of the
sectional championship that night and
made it back in time to coach Little
League.

Almost on cue, the kids returned to
their dugouts and the players made
their way to home plate for a team
photo one last time. George Lynch was
beaming. The senior never made big
headlines on the field dike his team-
mates, but he was the glue that kept
the 2005 Lions together.

Sitting the bench game-afier-game,
Lynch made sure there was never a
dull moment in the dugout, and had
his team yelling encouragement from
the first to last out. His reward from
coach Dennis Miles? A starf in right

€10 in the coctinmne Ip o

A Py fa LA M
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The Wellsville Lions show off their Section V title after runnin
Sinkey Little League Field in Wellsville Friday night. Below. George
moment with the plague after the victory and far below, the Little Lea
the final lap around the field in what may become a new tradition.

Chris play on that field,
admitted he teared up

when he saw il. Mickey
Beal, who moved down
south but had two boys
come through the pro- 4
grany, saw the photo and § 7
quickly called Dean. ALt
As for the team, it

the
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;’IRick Whitwood

L |

the Year in basketball. The only Wellsville player to
ever receive the award.

In 2005 he was chosen as the Spectator Great 8 and
Class B Birdseye Player of the Year in basketball.




;’IRick Whitwood

E |

outstanding career at R.1.T.

In baseball his senior year he was selected to the New
York State 15t Team while hitting .424, with 22 R.B.I.’S
and 26 stolen bases.




;’IRick Whitwood

E |

Championship Team when he was chosen MVP of the
tournament.

In 2005 he was presented the Sid Miles Award as the
top male athlete in the Wellsville High School.




WELLSVILLE LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL

The Wellsville Little League

11-and-12-year-old All-Stars

celebrate after winning the

New York District 2

Championship Tuesday with

a 1-0 win at home over

Dunkirk, the same score by

which they defeated the

same team on the road on

Monday. Wellsville advances

to the Sub-Regionals on

Saturday in Olean where

they: will take on Batavia,

with Orchard Park and

Fairport in the other match-

up. Due to technical difficul- st ST :
ties, pictures from Tuesday's S : : '
game could not be printed in B o8 ‘ ﬂ I S T R l C T 2

Wednesday's paper. Along

with a picture on today’s FAEE d N S
page 12, look for more pic- : c H A M P l .
tures involving the Wellsville 2 S

Little League All-Stars on
Friday.



















Whitwood, Szabo

record triple doubles ) _
jjf]“‘ff?}l sville v Rick Whitwood took a

&l turn at leading the Lions

win over Frankliny
night.

=y B in scoring. Working

: mostly on the inside —

nine of his 13 total

rebounds came at the
offensive end — the

- junior scored 18 points

inside
of his 13

ville falls
out of contention

to top four Lions in
double figures.




Whitwood pops 27

in 68-39 Lion win

By JIM SWEET
SPECTATOR SP(

WELLSVILLE — Senior
guard Rick Whitwood contin-
ued his hot shooting, hitting
five threes and scoring 27
points in a little under three
quarters as the Lions ran their
winning streak to eight with &

101 OV press-
“onference rival Bolivar-

Whitwood, who'd already
had a pair of 20-point games
earlier in the week, went 3-for-
3 from outside the arc in the
second quarter, when
Wellsyille broke open what had
been a close game with a 12-0
run to claim a 30-16 lead.

*We tried a lot of different
defenses,” said B-R co
Dave Kottwitz, “but when

k’s shooting the ball like
that, it's kind of tough. We
tried man-to-man, we tried two
different zones, we tried a box
and one. Nothing really slo
him down."

Bolivar-Richburg had it

down to a two-point game after

Gordon Gayton's short pull-up

three before the half ended. and
then poured in 13 more points

hird quarter before Tns-

Szabo finished with 16, but
missed a double-double for
only the second time all year
when his fourth quarter
absence left him two boards
short. Whitwood’s 11 led the
Lions in that department.

For Boliva hburg, Wells
was high with 14 points, Mor-
rison added nine and G
and Cody Pinney split

Insley was a little critical of

first quarter,” he said,
Pinney hit his second thr
don’t think he got another
off all night, let alone made
another shot, V
heels a little bit at the begin-

ing, but then we go n the
balls of our feet and moved
pretty well. Everyone started
playing better.

“It was nice. We got a lot of
kids in the game, and they all
played pretty well. I was very
happy with their performa
They practice against one

¢ 0N OUr

Whitwood, who’d
already had a pair of
20 point games earlier
In the week, went 3-
for-3 from outside the
arc in the second
guarter, when
Wellsville broke open
what had been a close
game with a 12-0 run
to claim a 30-16 lead.
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The Lions jumped out to a quick 21-12 lead as senior Rick Whitwood hit

the first three 3-pointers he attempted en route to a game-high 21 points.

Whitwood’s five
3-pointers leads
Lions, 54-42

By JOHN ANDERSON
Daily Reporter

ERIE, Pa.. — The
Wellsville Lions boys
ketball team is easily the
smallest team in the Erie

bas-

McDowell Roadhouse
Tournament Tuesday, and
also had to contend with

playing a
shot clack,

game without a

However, the Lions used
the lack of the shot clock to
their advantage as they

downed Class A Victor, 3
42 to advance to the finals of
the tournament.

Wellsvifle (6-1) will face

the host school, Erie
MeDowell (1.200 students in
grades 9-12) tonight at §
p:m. in the Erie
knocked off a larger
Riverside t(am out of

Cleveland. Ohio in the sec-
ond game of the night.

The Lions jumped out 1o a
quick 21-12 lead as senior
R ck Whitwood hit the first
three 3-pointers he at t,m_t‘-t-
ed en rout to a game-high 21
points.

Victor not only made a
run, but Whitwood and
Jason Szabo got into early

I lfﬂ.\ USC lt(.:\
of shot cloc

' to advantage
By JOHN ANDERSON

NS Were nog

last few

prac-
ons had to run the

a nminule off the
;4 motion

_rwl;;. tuok ust
a regular game,

..'l» seconds. In

?\}1[_\'_ t_':nn'}; would have

the Lio 1 of the Ene | I P
foul trouble, A our bie, |
tle-used nervol

Antonioli
provide
Victor s
Bozzelli
game.

Antonioli held ¢
12 points and W
able to play the ent
half up




‘ [Lions complete
Expressway
Conference 10-0,
season 17-3
By JIM SWEET

Daily Reporter

Rick Whitwood

another

Szabo :
cight
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Rick Whitwood
recorded another
double-double,
pulling down 14
rebounds to go
with a game high
28 points...as

Wellsville closed
out a perfect
season with a 76-44
win over a game
but overmatched
bunch of Rebels
Thursday night.




Lions rally to beat Penn Y Rick

v P ; playing with a lot of confi- e e AL - AR e h - d
VY I1LW UOd dence,” observed Penn Yan i [l ey W ItWOO
s Spiav coach Chuck Roach of his g e ' y
Kevs \_\,\\fj()nd_ 2 2 s 2 : b d 16 f
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Rick Whitwood was named
the Birdseye Player of the
Year for Section V’s
Independent schools.

Iitwood, the Spectator
| reat 8 MVP, was also
e named to the All-Greater
Rochester Ronald
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 Players of the Year: Whltwood and Furman

B Charles M. Ward Award goes to Wellsville senior

Coudersport junior takes home Martha Altmire honor

By VINNY PEZZIMENTI

THE TIMES HERALL

When the Big 30 selection
committee was faced with nam-
ing a boys' and girls’ basketball
player of the year, a natural
dilemma arose.

Who is more deserving, the
best and most talented or the
most crucial to team success?
Naturally, the panel of coaches,
officials and media members
opted for the latter

Truly, there were those who
compiled better statistics and
captured more headlines and
glory but none was more imper-
ative to the team concept and
overall team accomplishment
than Wellsville’s Rick Whitwood
and Coudersport’s Danielle
Furman,

To the committee, in terms of

making these around them bet-
ter, there was no equal.
Therefore, Whitwood is hon-
ored with the Charles M. Ward
Award and Furman with the
Martha Altmire Award.

“THIS HAS BEEN a great
Whitwood said. “It’s been
a great honor with every award
I received. A lot goes to my
teammates and coaches, but it’s
great to get individual recogni-
tion too.”

Ra s dn et AR AR

year,

RN

guard Mike Tripodi, With
Tripodi’s departure coach Jim
Insley looked to Whitwood to
trigger the Lions’ offense.

“The adjusting period was
kind of difficult,” Whitwood
said, “but once I got into it, it
worked out pretty well for our
team.”

Indeed, Wellsville advanced
to its third sectional title contest
in Whitwood’s three years as a
starter and the point guard
recorded fabulous numbers.

His 19 points a game were
sixth best in the Big 30, his 42
J-pointers were eighth best, and
he also averaged eight rebounds
and five assists, Not bad, when
you also consider Whitwood's

defensive effort was rivaled by
few,

“I have always been defen-
sive oriented but this year the
offense came along,” the
Expressway Conference MVP
gaid,

The Lions' rode Whitswood to
Blue Cross Arena in Rochester
and the Section 5, Class B title
game. But the journey ended
with a 61-42 loss to eventual
state champ Palmyra-Macedon.

Even though Wellsville
earned three straight berths in
the sectional title game with
Whitwood in the lineup, it was
also the third straight season
Thl" T srenad e L A Al A s ad

“gsome one who looked out for
everybody else and made every-
body better.”

As much of a difficult transi-
tion Whitwood undertook,
Furman’s may have been even
more daunting.

In her previous two years on
the varsity roster, Furman was
a role player for a Coudy lineup
littered with Big 30 and North
Tier League all-stars,

The Falcons went a combined
56-4 in those two seagons,
advancing deep into the state
playoffs via key contributions
from the diminutive Furman off
the bench, but mostly because of
51x seniors who graduated last
vear.

No one expected the young
Faleons to win 20 games let
alone 15 this year. But they did
Just that, going 20-9, dropping a
first round state playoff contest.

Furman led Coudy in scoring
and was third in the Big 30 at
17 points per game, even more
amazing considering the
Falcons rarely registered 50
points in most games,

Still, the junior was sur-
prised with the honor

“I'wasn’t expecting it at all,”
she said. “I'm really excited

It was easy for opponents to

overlook Furman who rh—mod
Ao o

e O LSRRL

Rick Whitwood Danielle Furman
Wellsville Coudersport

Furman is a dead-eye ghootet
— her 24 regular season 3-
pointers were among the Big 30
leaders — and she's not d!r‘dl(l
to take the big shot when the
game is on the line,

That mindset comes from her
endless workouts with her
father — taking thousands and
thousands of shots over the
summer — and invaluable time
on the AAU circuit,

In a sense, she is a basket
ball junky, a gym rat,

“I really work on my shoot-
ing," Furman said, “and try to
do as much work as I can.”




B Wellsville's Whitwood, | ; B
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Meet the 2005 Big 30 Baskethall All-Stars

Coudersport’s Furman
are Plavers of the Year

By JIM MELARO

recipient of the 2005 Big 30 Basketball Randy Stebbins Memorial Award.
ront row (from left): Joelle Connelly (Pioneer, Laura Hughes K
? g <_~.mrmq champion), Danielle Furman (Coudersport, Martha
the Year) and Alfieri. Back row: Ben Kopp (Franklin \'«'Ip.
A mml Big 30 boys’ scoring champion) and Rich Whit
rd, Big 30 Player of the Year).

r 30) Boys’ and Girls’ Player of Here’s a capsul
» Year nods go N ille’s Rick ers ,nlu
Whitwood (Charles M. Ward Award) the Big 30’s
and Coudersp ielle Furman Team units




Big 30 All-Star Team for 2004-2005
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rhe Big 30 All-Star squad for the 2004-05 season is announced today. Shown above are the First-Team boys’ and girls’ selec-
tions. front row (from left): Danielle Furman (Coudersport), Alicia Gordon (Bolivar-Richburg), Brittany Martin (Allegany-Limeston
Tracy Wangelin (Olean selle Connelly (Pioneer) and Brian Green (Northern Potter, Margie Holland Award Coach of the
Year. In the back row is the !

-Team: Chris Fink (Coudersport, Thomas K. Oakley Memorial Coach of the Year), Ryan
Zach Moore (Qlean High), Rick Whitwood (Wellsville) and Zach Goleman

lersport), Cra
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“Rick will not fold under pressure.” said
Wellsville coach Dennis Miles. “He was in a jam
with the bases loaded and came out in the fourth

when he picked a runner off first then coaxed a
weak fly ball to end the inning.”

Whltwood’s mmmd w @rk keeps Lmn% pel fect in Va.
like the e LI»IM\LH » -

streak may end down :

south. unner off firs 1 CO: : or & Id si : h e fence but Hall made RBIs while Fay was 2-f :
After g ball to eénd the ith two outs and two an: g runn °h to - Whitwood and Hall also had

ovington, (Va.), touched Wellsville d to ) smacked a fiple  giving  runc ie plate, “ay will the ball
\’H.”w‘»l le  pitcher ick ontl ' 1€ Win an Wellsville a 3-0 lead. : sy perform night while Cory i
Whitwc singles in v ¢ Perry MceClure *“That ) hit fi ance an inue to expec itc l

: ig ? Geor 3 road trip on
1gainst  Green
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Wellsville 0010002 —3 8 0
Covington, Va. 0000001 — 1 7 1

under pressure.”




0 Wellsville’s Rick
. Whitwood throws a
" pitch in the Lion’ 5-4
win over Wayland-
Cohocton on April
5t, Whitwood’s
_ions have earned
the top seed In Class
B with their 20-3
record.










Rick Wh’|twood
Wellsville High School
2011 Hall of Fame
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Saturday, May 28th, 2011
Wellsville High School
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High School = Sports Zone > Home

Five individuzls were inducted into the Wellsville High School Hall of Fame on
May 28th . The individuzls included: Dennis Wood, Kelly Gelish Vessler, Brady
Milez, Jason Szzbo, and Rick Whitweed, Select our 2011 Hall of Fame Members
link in the navigaticn bar for mors picturss on these latest inductses, Click on the
Hall of Fame link for their plaquz information.
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Select the Hsll of Fame link in the navigation bar or click on the picture above to view
the listing of members.
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Jason Szabo

Class: 2001-2005

Sports Played:
Soccer S Years
Backetbzll 4 Years
Baseball 2 Years

Colleges:
R.I.T. & Daemen Collegebasketball his junior and senior
years.

In high school basketball he scored over 300 points and
accumulated over 1000 rebounds.

He was selected to the Section V All Tournament Team. For
basketball for three consecutive years (2003, 2004, & 2005).

By many he is recognized as the best sweeper to ever play the
game of soccer at Wellsville High School. (Current school
record of fewer goals allowed, 8 in 2004).

In 2005 he led his high school baseball team in the post
season by batting .500 as they won the Section V
championship.

He was truly a three sport star in soccer, basketball, and
baseball during his high school career.

Named to the Spectator Great € First Team for
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